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ABSTRACT, 


OF THE 


Lives, Precepts, and Saying, of the Anci- || 


ent Fathers, &*c. 


T Gnatizs, (who ſaw Chriſt in the Fleſh, and alſo, after his Reſurre- - b 


ion, being I welve years old at his Crucit:xion ; and is luppolſcd 
to beone of thoſe Little Ones, which Chriſt rook and ſet in the 
midſt of them to teach his Diſciples Humilitz. ) He was Paſtor 
of the Church art Antioch, next after the Apoſtle Peter, and Suffered 
Martyrdom for the Chrift:an Faith , under Trajan the Emperor; Anno 
Chrif#, I [I. being torn to pieces by Wild Beaſts, at Rome 3 for Refuſing, 
to Sacrifice to Idols: ſaying, after his Apprehenſion, Now do T begin to be 
a Diſciple of Chriſt, 1 weigh or Regard, neither things Vijible, or Inviſible, 


ſo T may win Chriſt : Let Fire, Croſs, breaking of my Fones, cuartering of | 


my Members, cruſhing my Body, and all the Torments that Man, or the 
Devil can Invent, fall upon me, fo T may Injoy my Lord fr ſus Chri?, &c. Nis 
wal ſaying was, My Love & Crucsfied: mcaning either Chriſt or his Afe- 
Rions tothe World ; henſed to ſay, That there s nothing better, than the 
Peace of a good Conſcience. That Good, and Wicked men, are lhe true, 
and counterfeit Money; the one ſeems to be good, and u not, the other ſeems 
and is good, Other Graces are but parts of « Chriſtians 4rmour, as the Shield 


66. 2H of 


#..- 


2.6 (2) 
of Faith, the Sword of the Spirit, 8c. but Patience is the Panoply, or whole : 
Armour of the Man of God ; the Enemy foyls us without it, but , we foul ' 7 
him by it. Grace flowing from the blefſed Spirit of God, makes the Soul the Þ r 
a Fountain, whoſe Water is pure, wholſome and clear ; for Grace beauti- c 
fees, cleanſeth, and ſo ſaveth the whole Man. He Writ many Epiſtles. \ 
II. Polycarprs, who was Diſciple to St. Fohn, and Biſhop of Smyrna a 
being taken,and brought into the Theatre, the Pro-Contul urged him, to T 
Blaſpheme, and che Chriſt ; he ſaid, Fourſcore and {ix years have I ſer- 


ved Chriſt, neither hath he ever offended me in any thing, and how MW t 
then can 1 Revile my Lord and King, that hath thus kept me; and W © 
when the Pro-Conlvl urged him to Swear, he refuſed, laying, I am a fc 
Chriſtian : ſaying likewiſe, We are Commanded of God, to give unto [> 
Governors, and Powers, whom he hath Ordained, the Honour and Q- C 
bedience, which is due unto them, and not hurtfyl unto us. He was i 
Burned art a Stake in Smyrna for the Faith of Chrif ; (as he fore ſaw ina S 
Viſon, ) being Repleniſhed from Aboyez inforauch, that the Fire refu- 74 
ſed to take hold of hinr: they ran him through with a Spear, fo quench- 0 
ing the Fire, andScaling his I cſtimony with his Blood : ( Afaithful, and BU ir 
conſtant Witne$ to the Truth. 4:7 Chrift, 170. He diftered with tl 
Anicetus Biſhop of Rome, about the. keeping of Ea#er, and other trivial || 
things 5 by which they weakned one another: This-I do not mention At 
to Refle&t upon either ; believins, az one faith, T here- was much good  H 
' In them both : bur as a Caution to others, to beware of {uch things, and th 
according to the Apoſiles DoCtrine to Love one another. | M 
HI. Dionyius the Areopagite, Born at Athens, where he was Convert- 

*» edby St. Paul, when he Preached there: as mentioned 4#- the 17. Where 1 
he alſo Preached- himſelf, and atterwards went tnto France to Preach nc 
the Goſpel, where he was Apprehended at Pars, and after divers Tor $a 
ments, Beheaded ; for Refyſing to deny Chrift: ſaying, Come Lite, come \y 


Death I will Worſhip none buttiie God of Heaven, and Earth. He, uſed T, 
to ſay, That he deſired thele T'wo things of God ; Firſt, That he might le: 
know the Truth himſelf : And Secondly, T hat he might Preach it as he or 
ought unto others. He ſuffered Martyrdonr under Adrian : Anno Chri by 


7 06. | 
Fo  Fuftin Mariyr, (fo called of his Martyrdome ; ) Born at Neofolis Wi 
in Palefine, at firſt a Philoſopher, but being Converted, by tine Chiſtians | w/ 


Sufferings, he became a Couragious Defender of the T ruth againſt irs op- Br 
polers ; for which he was much hated by the Heathen Philo/ophers, fallly his 
: 1 # ; » & 
Jo called, whoeprocurea his Death, as he forc-told ; fiftering Martyr- | on 
) i 8 oO 


dom for the Faith, being Beheaded under Vere, cr Adrian the Emp%* | the 
rors; Anno 189. (Saying, that Perfecurors conld kill, but could not hurt. the 
He uſed to lay, That which the Son! is in the Body, that are Chriſti- | th 

| (fg 


dns in the World ; foras the Soul is in, but not of the Body: {© Chriſti- } 


wrote Apologies for the Chriſtians, taxing their Pecſecutors for Injuſtice, 
and Cruelty in Condemning thetn unheard, aid without Cauſe, which 
moved Antoninus Pius to faycr the Chriſtians. | 


ro his name :) Born inAþa, of Greek Parents, and afterwards Biſhop 
of Lyons in France, where he ſuffered Martyrdom, with many others, + 


carryed berween Two Hills, and pur to their choice, to go either to a 
Croſs on one hand and Dye, or to an Idol on the other and Live > but 


day, neither will be ro Morrow ; and ſuch men as labour ſo much for it,” 


; 
| 
| 
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.ward in the thoughts of Hell, the burning Flames whereof, onely the: 


4 \ 
F 0 2 % * 
( ». - Joo $ 


bs. 


ans are in, but notof the World. Allo, i 'S beſt of all, not to Sin ; and 
next to that, to amend upon the Puniſhment. Again, thar it 1s the 
greateſt ſlayery in the World, to be {ubje& ro ones own Paſſions, He 


V. Frenens, (which fignifies, A /over of Peace, his nature anfwering” 


for the Chriſtian Profeſſion, in the Fifth Perſecution under Severus; being . 


they choſing rhe Crols, was all put to Death, Anno 182. Freneus being 
Sixtv, oras ſome lay, Nincty Years of Age: He uſed ro compare the He- 
reticks and Schiſmaticks of his timegzo E/op's Dog, Thar loſt the Subſtance * 
of Religion whiPtt they gaped roo carneſtlyafter the Shadow. Conſider-. 
ing the Vanity of all Earthly things, he ſaid, What profit is wor in 
thar Honour which 1s fo ſhort-lived, as that perchance it was not-Yeſter- 


are but like Froth, which though it be uppermoſt, vet. is unprofitableſt. 
He ſharply reproved Vitor, Biſhop of Rome, for Excommunicating all - ik 
the Eafern Biſhops for differing from him about rhe keeping of Eafer.,, - 
Miracles, and the Gift of Prophecying, continued in his time. js 
VI. Tertullian, an African, Bornart Carthage; aMan of great Learn-_ 
mg, and well known in the Civil Law ; after his Converſion, faid, FE: |} 
now percetve, that we are nut Born, bur Made Chriſtians. His uſual + 
Sayings were, If thou beeſt backward in thoughts of Repentance, be for- 


Fears of a Penitent Eye can Extinguiſh. It the Devils, withour Chriſt's” 
leave had no Power oyer the Gadarens Swine, much leſs have they Power © 
over God's own Sheep. We ſhould nottry Mens Faith, by their Perſons 
but their Perſons, by their Faith. It's 1n vain to come to the God of - 
Peace, Without Peace; or to pray for the Remitſion-of our own Sins, 
without forgiving others : we muſt nor come to make an Atonement - 
with God, at his Altar, before we have made Atonement with our 
Brother in our Hearts, &c. He wrote many-excellent things, eſpecially., 
his Apologie in Detence of the Chriſtians z clearing them of rhe Accuſati- 
ons laid to their Charge : and ſhewing, the more they were cut down,, 
the more they encreaſed ; the Blood of the Chriſtians provingthe Seed of 
the Church: which diflwaded the Emperor Severas from Perſecuting 
them. Ir is Reported, that at laſtthrough emulation, or {rife DeTWeer | 
peta - him}. 


ac a0 (4) | 
7 him, and:the Roman Clergy : - he fell into. the Error of Montanus ; but 
It is not probable : however, Let him that ſtandeth, take heed leſt he 


fall. He flouriſhed under Severas, and dyed in Peace 3 AnnoChriſti 202, 


Aged 63. -þ ET Or LIN. 
_- VIE Clemens Jlexandrinus. Flouriſhed about the Year-of Chriſt, 196, 
* Though hisCountry,Parentage and Education is uncertain, ſpme think, 
he was Bora at Athens, and lived at Alexandria whence he Was ſo cal- 
led: He uſedto ſay, T hat {fuch asadorn themſelves with Gold, and think 


themſelves betrered thereby, are worle than Gold, and not Lordsot it; as 


6 


all-chat have ir, ought to be : out of the depth, and bowels of the Earth, 


hath God diſcovered , and ſhewed Gold.unto men ;and they have made 
it the occaſion of all Miſchief and Wickedueſs: Gold ro many men is 

uch dearer, than their Faith and Honeſty, and the love of it makes 
many ſo Covetous, as it they were-to live here for eyer: Ayarice 15not 
the Vice of Sold, but of Menwhich ule it wickedly. He complained, 
of the want of Zeal, and Power of Godlineſs in his time. The time, 
and mannerof his Death is allo uncertain. | 

VII. Origen of Alexandria, Born of Chriſtian Parents, Anno 18g. 
and-Scholar to C/ements: A Man famous for Piety and Learning, even 


from his Childhood ; the firſt that Writ Commcntaricson the Scriptures, 
and taking them too Literally Erred in many thing He uled to fay, 


That God's Providence hath Ordained all things, for ſome end and pur- 
pole.: he made not Malice, and though he can Reſtrain it, yet he will 


not tor it Malice were not, Vertue ſhould not have a contrary, and 


ſo .conld not ſhine fo Clear ; for the Malice of Foſephs Brethren, was 
the means whereby God brought about many admirable Works of his 
Providence, as the ſtory ſheweth : He {uffercd great, and grieyous Per- 
lecutions, and Afiiftions for Chrif's ſake, in the Raign of Decins, viz, 
Bands and Torments in his Body ; Rackings, with Bars of Iron ; Dun- 


cons, with terrible threars of, Death, and Burning; and divers other - 
[orments ; all which hemantully endured for the Gofpe/ ſake : He had a 


gefire of Martyrdom from his Infancy, and would have Suftered with 
his Farhcr at Seventcen Years old, had he not been Reſtrained 3 he 
aſcd mwch to encourage ſuch as was to Suffer; whereby hz often 
brought him7elt into danger, ſometimes hardly clcaping : atlcngrth, going 
ro encourage and {ireizgthen {ome that was Carried to an Two! Tempe to 
Sacrifice, they caught hold of him, and. induced lam ro Sacrifice ; {o 
that through ſear, he conſented. and ſo tell from the Fair's, of which, 
he afterwards madc Great: and dolefut Lamentation, and chrough dcep 
Cvomeition, was again Reſtored andatlaſt,dyed in Peace: under Ga/lus 
and Vo/ufian, Anne 229. Aged 69. Ir is faidof him. That as heTaught, 
ſo he Lived ; and as he Lived fo he Taught. 


I X. K« 
| 


"IX. Cyprian, an AfricditÞorn at Carthage, and afterwards Biſhop - b. 


thereof, wherein he behaved himſelf as a good Example of Humility 
to othersz and foreſaw in a Viſion the approaching Perſecution of the 
Chriſtians,and that their unfaithfulne(s was the fore-runner thereof, which 
ſoon after followed. In which Perſecution he was apprehended, ard 
Sentenced to be Beheaded for refuſing to Sacrifice, which he chear- 
fully yielded to, ſuffering Martyrdom tor the Faith of Chrift under Va- 
lrian and Gallien, Anno259. He had many excellent Sayings; whereof 
theſeare ſome, Let not thar fleep in thy Treaſury that may be profitable 
to the Poor ; he that givesan Alms to the Poor, offers-a {weet (melling 
acrifice to God. That which a-man muſt neceſſarily ſometime part 
with, it's wiſdom for him ro diſtributeit, ſo that God may everlaſting g, 
ly reward him. Women that pride themſelves in putting: on Silk and 
Purple, cannot ughtly put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. They which colour 
their Locks with Yellow and Red, begin berimes to prognoſticate of 
what colour their hair ſhall be in Hell ; they which love to paint them- 
{dyes in this world otherwiſe than God Created them, may juſtly fear 
that at the ReſurreRion their Creator will not know them. —All injury 
df evils preſent is to be negleted for the hope of good things to: come:® 
To ſer our vertue in words, and by Deeds to deſtroy the ſame, is nothing 
worth, —And in another Book he mentions twelve abſurditics in the 
Ite of Man, viz; A. wiſe man without good Works, An old man with- 
oat. Religion, A young man without obedience, A rich man without 
Alms, A'woman without ſhamefacene's, A Guide without vertue, A co 1- 
tentious Chriſtian, A poor man that is proud, A King that .is-unjaſt, A 
Diſhop that is negligent, People without Diſcipline, and Subjects wich- 
out Law. He was much addiQted to Reading, eſpecially Tertalli.en, 
aying, when he- called for him, Give me my Maſter. FE als 

X. Arnobiut of Sicca in Africa uſed to ſay, that Perſecution -brings 
Death in once hand and Life inthe other, for while ir kills the body, it 
ns the Sonl ; Heflouriſhed under Dioclefan berween the year 399 
and 33O. | 

XI EnſebiusBiſhop of Ce/area in Palleftina, who was very ſtudious in 
the holy Scriptures, and with Pamphilusa diligent ſearcher of the Divine 
Library, he refuſed to leave the lictle Biſhoprick of Cz/area for the great 
one' of Antioch, fer which Confantine the Emperour- commended hin; 
and uſed to fay that he was worthy to be Biſhop nor of ore City only 
bur of the whole World, for his familiarity with Pamphilus the Martyr 3 
he was called E»ſebins Pamphilus he uſed to ſay, that .Moſes wrote the 
oid-Law in dead Tables of Stone, but Chriſt did write the pzr{et docu- 
merits of the New Teſtament in Living Souls. He wrote the Ecclefia- 
lical Hiſtory of the firſt Three Hundred years-jrom Chriſt ro Conf 117- 


© —_ 


'#ine,"and diversother Books. He-was Reputed an Arian by ſome, but 
it wasnot really {o, for he profelt (faith Scultetus) rhe Eternity of Chriſt 
though his-Co-equalicy with the Father he did not abſolutely believe; 
: He flouriſhed under Confantine the Great, and died 340. 

XlI. La#antins.an Italian by birth, and Schollarto Arnobius, uled to 
fay, I hat Godlineſs alwaies enriches the pofleſiorz he floyriſhed- undet 
\Dzoclefian, ( being preſerved in the Perſecutions.) :Ayno 390. : | 
— XII. Athanaſs born- at Alexandria in Egypt, and after 4exande 
B ſhop thereof, bur being nuch enyied for his uprightnels ; he ſuffered 
great perſecutions and reproaches by the Arians, under Canfantius.. In the 
midſt of his troubles he uſed ro lay, Though. an Army ſhould en- 

camp about me, yer would I not tear. After many. baniſhments and 
* ſufkcrings many waies, being preſerved 1a many dangers, he at laſt (not: 
withſtanding all their envy) returned, . and died: in-peacc in his- own 
City, Anno Chr. 275. It's ſaid he ſtood firm againſt all theworld. 
XIV. HilaryBithop of Poitiers in France, nobly.defcended and of-rx- 
cellent Gitts, flouriſhed Ammo Chrijti 355. and died in.peace under Ya- 
{entinianand Valence. | on 

- XV. Cyrill Biſhop of Jeruſalem, at firſt an Arian, but after his Refor: 
mation conſtant inthe Faith, -uled to ſay, Some come to the Church to 
ſee Faſhions, others to meer their Friends, yet it's better to come ſo than 
not at all: Inthe mean time the Net iscaſt out, -and they which intend- 
£d nothing leſs are drawn-into 'Chriſt, who catches them not-to deſtroy 
'them, bur. that being dead he may bring-them.to Lite-Eternal.; he died 
Anno Chr. 365. OI OO 

XVI. *Ephremſyrus born in Niflea, of a Holy life and Charitable Di- 
{poſton, uledto ſay that the reſolute traveller knows that his Journey. is 
long and the way dirty ; yet gocs on. ty hope.to.come, to his Houle. - $6 
Jer.a Chriſtian; ( though the way. to, Heaven | he. narrow, .though it'bc 
#r with Troubles and Perſecutions).:yet:ler-hiny go on mill he, hath f- 
-niſhed. his Courſe with'joy , for Heaven is his home : - And. again , he 
that feaſts his Body , and ſtarves his Soul., 'is like him that feaſts his 
Slave ,. and ſtarves his Wite: -He died under. V alens. Anno Chr. 404. 

XVIII Baf! (called the Great, from. his great parts ) born in -Pontw 
afterwards. Biſhop of Ceſarea in Cappadocia ,. of a, ſtrift and, holy life, 
as many: of the Fathers was , uſed to ſay , To know thy {elf is very 
.difficulr, for as the eye can ſee all things but it 1=1f , lo ſome-can dil- 


cern all Faults but their own.— And again, Dive Love is a never:-fail- 


ing Treaſure, he that hath i is Rich, and he'that wanterh it is poor. 
He was Couragtious and Conſtant in all his Suffcerings, under V alens the 
Arrian Emperour, 'ufing exccllent, Speeches to his Perſecutors. -He flou- 
riſhed-abour the:year, 379. and dyed -in.peace. | 


XVII 
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(2597) f hy a 
' XVII. Gregory Nazianzen- ( ſo called: from the” place it Cappadocie 
©; whee he was Biſhop). ſometime contemporary. with: 'Baf/, ufed tb fay, 
| -Thatin a grear multitude of people: of :{everat Agos and; Corfdicions', 
t9 who are' like a Harp: with» many ftrings, 4t-is hard co give every one 
a  fuch a touch in Preaching ,. as may ' pleaſe! all', and offend. none. It's 
| faid, T hat what his Doctrine. was , ſuch was his Lite. © He loved Soli- 
" trade, and bad a detite of Martyrdom, yet died in peace, for what we 
al find. He flourihed-under Theodofins, Anno Ohr.'Qy 0.1.7 205 
be + XIX. Fpiphanins bornin Palefene, and Biſhop bl $ataminein' Cyprat:, 
nF who flouriſhed, Amy 370. much eſteemed:/for Picty and:Holyneſs of 
nd Life: of whom it is ſaid, That his Doctrine approved his Life, and 
Ot Y bis Life detended his. Doftrine. He uſed to. ſay, Thar he never let his 
my adverſary fleep, (not that he diſturbed him in his fleep, but) beeaufe he 
| agrced-with him-'preſcnily,. and? would not let the: Sun go down upon his 
x | wrath: Yet there was great Difference: berween - him "and ©Chry/oftorn, 
'4 | about the Books of Origen, which did them much hurt... The more is- 
|| chepity, that {ich eminent men ſhould bend their ſtrength, in contend= _ | 
ot- Þ ing one with. another. When in his return. from Conflantinople he was\%, 4 
10H fick, nigh unto Death, he called his Friends, and faid' to them, God Y 4 
an bleſs you ,nmy'Childfcn; for "Epiphanies fhall teeryour faces no more in K 1 
nd- | this life, and fo. dyed on the Sza, much lamenred, aged'115. years. Þ 
07 - XX. Ambroſe, a Prefccts fon in France, firſt Lieutenant, and'thety 
ied UÞ made Biſhop of Mi/lzin, where he rnled with great Authority (roo much 
| like a Lordly Biſhop). cxconmunuicating' Theodofus the Ermmperour,' and. 
Di- Þ Keeping him curttill-be-fubnittted.  He'nfed rofay; When Gold" is of- = 
ys fred thee, rhow: ufeft nov to {ayy;1 will comet again ro: morrow and ©) 
take it, but art'glad of: the preſent poſſethion ; but Salvation being ofie- | 
be Þ red ro our Souls, few men haſte.to embrace it :- And again, It-is not fo 
ft | much to be cnquired, how much thou giveſt, as with what heart. It's 
not Liberality., when thou rakift:by Oppreſſhion. from one, and giv'itro - | 
bs Þ anothet. ..And again; A: clear Conſctenco fhould not regard flanderons ' \ 
$04 | Speeches, nor think that they have more power to condemn him, than *; 
a, | his own Conſcience hath to clear him. And again, Death is the bu-. 
ite, | rial of all Vices, for it is the Progreſs and Accompliſhment of the full 
ay | Mortification of all our Earthly Members, wherein that filthy flux of 
di} fin is dryed up /in/an infant :. It isa voluntary: ſacrificing of rhe whole 
fall Man, Soul and Body to the:Lord , the' greateſt and higheſt Service we 
 can'do him upon Earth. He dyed Anno Chr. 397. - + 
the | © XX[L. Gregory ſirnamed Niſſen, from the City where he was Biſhop 
Jou- | in Cappadocia, Where he was born, and faid to be Brother to Bal, B:- 
ſhop of.Ceſarea aforeſaid. though it agrees not with the tirae they lived 
in.. He compared the Uſurer to a wan giving water to one in a burn» 
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__ (8): 
tg Feavor, which doth him no good, but a great deal of miſchief ; {6 
the /Ulurer, though he- ſeem tqrirhe. preſent to relieve his Brothers 
Want; yet afcerwards he «oth grearly:rorment him. He gave this Chara- 
 Qer of an Ulurer, He loves no Labour bur a ſedentary :Lite, the.Pen is | 
his Plough, Parchment jhis. Field, 'Ink-his ſeed, time 1s the Rain to ripen 
his greedy Deſires, his Sickle is calling in of Forteitures, his Houle the | 
| Barn where he winnows the Fortunes of his Clients : He tollows his Deb- 
tors as Eagles and Vultures do:Armies, to prey upon the dead Corps. And 
again3 Men come to. Ufurers as Birds to an heap of Corn, they deſire the 
Corn, but are deſtroyed in the Nets. And. again, There is no excule 
_ for Hardheartedneſs, for where can a rich man caſt his Eyes, but he 


\ 


may behold Objeds of his Chariry? He flouriſhed, 4s Chr. 480. and 
dy ed under V; alentinian.' FER ESTES: ix ME rags 
 , XXIl..Theodoret (which ſignifies the Gift. of God) was born at Anticch, 
and Biſhop of Cyr«s, (who wrote, in like manner as Sorrates did , the 
. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory after Euſebins) he uſed ro ſay, That the Delights 
A&.-of the Soul are , To know her Maker, to conſider his Works, and ro 
3 Know her own Eſtate. He flouriſhed, Arno Chr. 429. and dyed under 
INST JG. GOES iS 1 OE <7 I 
XXII. Hierom (commonly called Sr.” Ferome)-born at : Seriden 1n the 
Confines of Dalmatia and: Panonia,, Anio (Chr. 331. of godly Parents, 
who educated him after the beſt manner, as he grew in years he tra- 
velled into divers Countries, gettingacquaintance with the Chicteſtmen 
then in being, and went through: many: Difficulties and Froubles from. 
the adyerſe party, forthe Truths ſake, "He uſed this. excellent Saying, If 
my Father ſtood weeping on his knees before me,: and” my Mother 
hanging on my neck behind me, and all my Brethren and Siſters, 
Children and'Kinsolks, howling on every fide, to retain me in a f1n- 
ful Life, 1 would fling my Mother to the ground, run over my Father, 
deſpiſe-all my Kindred, and =_ themi-under my feet,” thar 1 might 
run to Chriſt.——He uſed to. ſay, 'Dead: fleth is ta: be: cut. off -for tear 
of a Gangren.—And again , You muſt be a Dove, and a Serpent; 
one not- to do hurt to crhers, the other not ro-be hurt by others. And 
again, That woman is truly Chaſte, that hath: Liberty and Opportunity 
to fin, and will not. And again, All Vertues are fo linked together, that 
he that hath one hath all,, and: he..that wants.one wants all. + What- 
ever he did, hefhll rhoneht that Voice was inchis cars,' Ariſe ye dead, [ 
and come to judgment. . Wis uſual Prayer was, Lord, let me know my 
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{elf , that I may the better know thee the Saviour of the World. He I. .. 
tranſlated the Bible out of the Originals into Latine , which goes un- 

'Y oe narnc to this day. He dyed nnder” Honorius, Arno Chrilt 422. 
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. 24+ Fobn Chryſoſtom, ſo called of his Golden-ſtile, born af Avtiorh in 
Syria, of the race of the Senators, Diſciple to Libanew or Enſcbirs 
andBiſhop of Conftantinople,a bold and reſolute man,&of freeſpeech,who 
feared not to tell any their faults to their faces be it King or Quees, 
whereupon the Empreſs was ſo offended: with him. that ſhe procured his 
baniſhment : As he went out of the City he ſaid, none of theſe things 
trouble me. The Earth is the Lords and the fulneſs thereof, &c. He 
uſed to fay, as a great ſhower of rain extinguiſheth the force of fire, ſo 
meditation on Gods Word puts out the fire of Luſt in the Soul, and as 
a Boat over-laden finks, ſo, much Wealth drowns men in perdition, 
and,A bulwark of Adamant is not more impregnable, than the -Love of 
Bretheren, and,as a Rock though Winds and Waves bear againit it, is 
immoveable, ſo, Faith grounded on the Rock Chriſt "olds out in all 
temptations and Spiritual Combats. Andthe Devils firſt aſſault is vio- 
lent, reſiſt that, and his ſecond will be weaker, and that being reſiſted;he 
provesaCoward.He flouriſhed A4rmo Ch. 400. And died in extle according 
to Epiphanius?s defire,as hedyed on theSea according toChry/oft os delire, 


—— 


fo having their wiſhes one of another, for at their laſt parting, Ep:phanugw=ar; | 


told Fohn Cryſofomm, that he hoped he would never die a Biſhop, and 
Fohn told him again that. he hoped  he- would neyer come a live into his 
own: Contrey, - both which came to:paſs as is beforeſaid. 1 only men- 
Lion It as a caution to all to be ware of ſuch wiſhes one by another, lezſt 


God ſuffer it to rake effeft: He was of an Auſtere Life, contemning 


Riches, and was much beloved 1Þ his. place. It's ſaid of him that 
he never told a lye, curſed any, or ſpoke any fcurrillous matter. ' 
_ 25. AuguStine, by Birth an African Born at Thageita and Biſhop of 
Hippo in Africa. | In his youthful dates of vitious manners, and erro-' 
neous judgment, but after his Converſion of a Godly, Chaſt and Exem-' 
plary Life, of whom 1ts written that after his Converſion having Cha- 
ſtized himſelf much by Faſting, Watching,@&c.To overcome his inward 
corruptions, and finding it-inefte&tual, as he was meditating what-to do, 
he heard a voice ſaying 1n te flas & non fleas, which he rightly inter- 
preting found that what he had ſtrove to do in his own will and ſtrength' 
was only the work of Gods Grace, &c. lamenting himſelf in his confeſ- 
ſions toGodſaying,Iſought theewithout and thou wastwithin,®@c.He uſed 
to ſay, that holy marriage is better than proud Virginity, and again, 
prayer that is pure and holy, pierceth Heaven, and returns not empt; , 
It'sa ſhelter to the Soul, a ſacrifice to God, and a ſcourge to the Dey1', 
and again,there is nothing that moreabateth ſin then the frequent medi- 


' tations of death. He cannot dye ill thatlivera well, and ſeldom doth 
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ke dye well that lived il}, A Chriſtian at home in his houſe muſt think. 
himſelfa ſtranger, And agoin, if men want wealth, 1t is not to be un- 
juſtly, Gotten,. + ki. rhey baye- it. thep-aught by Good. Works tolay ttup. 
in Heaven, He thathath taſted of the'ſweetnoſs of divine Eove, will not 


_—— = 


_—_—_—_— 


_—_— 
x 174A- L-I- 
pil 


eare for temporal ſweetneſs, The Reaſonable fontmade imthelikeneſs' of 


Go, may find much careful diſtraction, but no full ſatisfaction, for it 
being capzbleof God can be fatisiyed with nothing but God, not to be 
without affliction but to overcome ailliftion is blefſedneſs, Eove is ſtrong, 
as death, for as death hills the body, folove of Eternal life kills Worldy 
deſires and #ffeftions, He called ingratitnde the Devils ſponge, where- 
with he wipes out all the favours of the Almighty, He Praiſed one who: 


' when he was lick {aid, I :have not lived ſo, that Iam aſhamed to live 


longer, nor do I fear to dye, having ſo good aMalter to go to, His uſual 
wiſh was, that Chriſt when he came might find him either praying or 
preaching, His prayer was, Lord give firſt what thou requireſt, and then 
require of me what thou” wilt, And, he. that prayes well cannot choſe 
but live well, when ſome upbraided him with the impieties of his for- 
m2r life, look ( ſaid he ). how much they blame my former faults, by fo 
much the. more I commend my. - Phylictan. He would not. admit any 
Woman to live in: his houſe, to.prevent ſuſpicion/and'ſcandal nor{fpeak 
with any alone. to avoid. temtptation; He lived'mean-ty apparre!; furnt- 
tureand dyet,and dyed in peace not long after theGoths and/arndals broke 
outof Spzwz and made ſuch havock. in Africa, ( Efpecially AManritania 
burning of Citys, depopulating.. Towns and - Villages, - deflouring 
Virgins ,; and. filling all places: with Rapine - and-Spoile-.)' A little 
before they. took- Zippo, according:-to his deſire, in the third Month. 
of, theſeige, Anno Ch. 430. Aged 76. He made no Will, having no- 


- thing to beſtow but Books, He wrote many Books of grear eſteem, 


eſpecially that, of the City of God, and his Confeffions, which have 
greatly delighted me, having many. ſertous-and ſenfible things in it, He 
Teems.to me to be the chiefeſt ofthe Fathers, and was certainly a man fa- 
mous many waies in liisday,andl beteive knew thepower ofGodto ſalvati- 
en,yet he held ſome errors,as Origen,and Tome others alſo did, which ought. 
to be attributed to that night of darknefs that was comins over all, 
and began in their daies to eclipſe the Glory of the Chriſtian Churches, 
He wes called the hammer- againſt hereticks. 14-030 TSR DIES. 4 LS. 08 
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«. 26. Cyril- Biſhop of Alexandria, by Birth a Grecian who ft2urifhed 


. Ammo Ch- 430. He uſed to ſay, it's the beſt- way for a Rich man to 


make the bellies of the poor his barn,to ſuccour the FatherleG and nced: ; 
and thereby to Jay up treefure in Keaven, that he may be receive&'into 
| | _ ever- 


| £1 13s. 
Everlaſting Habitations. And, where the Scriptures wants a tongue of 
expreſſion, we need not lend an ear of attention, we may ſafely knock 
at the Council door of Gods Secrets, but if we go further we may be 
more bold than welcom : And again, the Devil Runs with open mouth 
upons Gods Children to devour them, they manfully Refiſt him, he 
thinks to weaken their Faith,and they by his Affaults are made the ſtron- 
ger, he Fights againft them but they get ground upon him. and ſo what he 
intended for their Deſtruction, full ſore agatmſthis Will, makes for their 
Advantage, he dyed Anno Chriſti, 448. 

27. Petrns Chryſologus (ſo called of his great Eloquence )' born at Imo- 
Iz in France, and Biſhop of Ravenna, uſed to ſay, Let not thy Care be 
tohave thy hands full whilſt' the Poors «ce empty, for the only way 
to have full Barns 1s to have Charitable Hands, And, God had rather 
men ſhould love him thanfear him,to be called father then maſter,he wins 
by merey that he may not puniſh by juſtice, if thou wilt be like thyFather, 
do likewiſe: And neither in the Flint alone, nor in the Steel alone, 
any fireis to be ſeen, nor extraCtted but by conjuuCtion and collufion, ſo 
nor by Faith alone, nor by Good Works alone, is Salvation attained, 
but by joyning them both together, Andas the Clonds darken Heaven,ſo 
intemperate banqueting the mind,as the violence of Winds and Waves 
ſinks a ſhip, ſo drunkeneſs and glutrony our Souls and Bodies in the 
depth of Hell, and vertues ſeparated are anihillated, Equity without 


Goodneſs is Severity, and Juſtice without Piety, is cruelty, Fc. He 
lived long, anddyed Ano Ch. 500. | 


28.. Proſper, Born in Aquitane and Biſhop of Rhegizm in France,Schollar + 


to Augnitine,famous for Picty and Learning, he uſed to ſay, thou ſhalt 


neither hate the man for his vice nor love the vicefor the mans ſake, And 
thou boaſts of thy Wealth , Honour, Strength, Beauty, &c.: Con- 


ſider what thou art by {in, and ſhalt be in the grave, And thy plumes 
will fall for every proud wan forgets himſelf, And as the Soul is the 
life of the Body, ſo the life of the Soul is God, when the Soul departs 
the Body dycs, and when Goddeparts the Soul dyes, And thoſethings 
which God would have fea"ched into arenot to be negleted, but thoſe 
which God would have hidden, are not to bz ſearched into, by the 


Latter we become unlawfully curious, and by the neglect of the Former 
damnably ingrateful, And the envious man hath fo many tortures, as 
theenvied hath praifers, it's the Juſticeof envy to kill and torment the 


envious, Ard the Life to come 1s bleſſed Eternity, and Eternal bleſſed- 


neſe,there is certzin ſecvrity, ſecure Quietneſs, Quiet Joyfulneſs, Hap- 
py Eternity, .Ecernalfeiticity. He dyed 1n peace, Arno Ch, 466, 
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//” 29. Fulgentizs, deſended of the race of the Senators of the ancient 
City of C arthage, who in his youth forſook the Glory of the World to 
lead a private Life,and afterwards choſen Biſhop of Ruſpa in Africa,he 
uſed to ſay, Chriſt dyed for Men and Angels, for Men that they 
might riſe from ſin, and for Angels that they might not fall into ſin. 
If they go to hell that do not Feed the hungry, Cloath the naked, &c. 
what will become of them that take away Bread from the hungry , 


 Cloaths fromthe naked, &c. If want of Charity be tormented in hell, 


_— Ws 
I _— 
IE I” 


4 
= 
Mi 


what will become of the covetous , he ſuffered much by the Ar:ans, 
even beatings and baniſhments,and in the midſt of his greateſt ſufferings 
* . he uſed to ſay, wemult ſuffer more than this for Chriſt, he dyed in peace 

( though in troubleſome times ) Anno Ch. 529. Aged 65. 

30. Gregory the great Born at Rome of noble parentage ( his Father 
being a Senator yet moſt noble for their piety ) by ſome accounted the 
firſt Pope, or elſe the laſt Biſhop thereof he lightly eſteemed of his 
Greatneſs, ſaying,that all Earthly Glory was miſerable,if the owner of it 
did ſeek after the Glory of God, and - was very fſtrift in Tpending his 
time, ſaying he was to give account of it to God. On atime ſeeing 
ſome Engliſh Boys in the Market at Rome tobe ſold he took ſuch a like- 
Ing tothzm that he would have come into Brit:an himſelf to convert the 
Engliſh Saxons, but being prevented he afterwards ( when he was 
Biſhop ſent Auſtin the Monk into England to preach the Goſpel ( ſuch 
as it was) there, He uſed to ſay, he is poor whoſe ſoul is void of Grace, 
not whoſe Coffers are empty of mony, Contented Poverty # trne Riches,and 
Again God is never abſent, though the Wicked have himnot in their 
thoughts, where he is not by fayour, he is by puniſhment and terror, 
He could never read theſe Words Son Remember in thy life time thou receie 
wedſt good things, without horrour and aſtoniſhment, leaſt having ſuch 
Honours and dignitiesas he had, heſhould be excluded from his portion 
in Heaven, It is {ſaid of him that he was the worſt Roman Bilhop of all that 
were before him,and the beſt of all that followed him(ftill growing worſe 
and worſe) He ſeverely reprehended the Biſhop of Conſtantinople for de- 
| firing to be called Univerſal, Calling 1t that name of blaſphemy, and 
yet ſoon aſter exceptedof it themſelves, tor Phocas killing hisMaſter auri- 
;izstobe Emperor,to gratify the: Biſhop of Rome gave him the title of 
Pepe or Univerſal Biſhop over all others. He lived under the Em- 
peror aurities and dyed the icecond year of Procas, Anno Ch, 605. 

31. /fiderisby Birtha Spaniard and Biſhop of Sevill, of great fame 
for his Life and Learning, He uſed to ſay knowledg and a good life are 
" borh profitable;yct if bath cannot be obtained, a good life is t2 be ſought 
| rather 
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In her belly, fo are we betrayed and killed by our own thoughts, nou- 
may be ſhun'd, but a mans own heart, aman cannot run from himſelf, 

_ a guilty Conſcience willnot forſake him,whereſoever he goes, and he that 
the reign of Heraclizs the Emperor, about the year 675. 


naſtry called Perers and Pautsin Wyramundas where he was brought up, he 
uſed to ſay, he is a ſluggard that would reign with God, and rot Ea- © 


Combats do afright him, And, anger doth Languiſh, by ſuppreſling, 


between. whom there was much difference ( like as was between Becket 


the pains of Hell on the other, and muſt of neceſlity chooſe one,he would: 
rather be thruſt into hell without fin, than go into Heaven with: ſin, - 
and again, O hard hap what did manIoſe? What didhe find? He- 
1oſt the bleſſedneſs to which he was made to, and found death to whick: 
he was not made. He flouriſhed Amo Ch. 1080. Wee 


rather than much knowledg, and,as the Viper is killed by the young ones) 


riſhed in our boſoms, which conſume and poyſon the Soul, all things. 


begins to grow better , let him beware leaſt he grow proud, leaſt vain 
glory give him a greater overthrow then his former vices. Hedyed in 


32. Bede, ( called venerable) an Ezgtifh Saxon born near the Mo- 


bour for God,in the promiſed reward he takes delight,but the Comanded 


but flames higher by expreſling, He was Studious and Religious, and it's 
faid a terrour to ſuch as was proud and wicked, He dyed about 735. 
Aped, 70. | | | _ 
x 3. Fohn Damaſcen born at Damaſcus 3 Learned:man flouriſhed under 
Leo, AmoCh. 730. And dyed in peace. 
34+. Theophila Born in Conftantmople, and* afterwards Biſhop of the 
ſame, uſed to ſay, be not troubled if this man lives in tranquility, and 
thou in tribulation, God will have. it fo, he puts thee into the Com- 
bat, thou muſt therefore ſweat hard before: thou comeſt off 'with 
Victory, whereas he that comes forward in the World, goes back 
in Grace, his Eſtate is miſerable that goes langhing to deſtruction, as 
a fool to the ſtocks for correftion, he flouriſhed Anno Ch. 880. | 
..35- Anſelmbornat Aoſta or Anguſta, at the foot of the Alps in Traly. 
afterwards Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury about the tinie of Wilkiam Rafe 


and Henry the Second for adhering to the Pope more then to him ): he: 
uſed to ſay, that if he ſhould ſee the ſhame of {in on the one hand, - and 


Nicephorus, who flouriſhed Anne Ch. 1110. Said God beholds. and 
moderates all our aCtions, ufing the ſcourge of affliftion- for our caſti-- 
gation, and convexſion, and after due correQion, ſhews his father- 
iy affection, to thoſe that truſt in him for Salvation, and Chriſt asked.. 
Peter three times if he loyed him, not for his own information, butthar 
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{| things for Chriſt ſake, ſhuned company, and affected retirement giving 
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by his Life and doQtrine illuminating many. ED | 
_ 37. Bernard Born at Fountane in Burgandie who contemned Worldly 


himſelf to meditations and lived very ſtrictly. for the. Love of vertue 


| - moderating his youthly affections by abſtinence and rigour to nature in 


which he was exemplary, perſwading ſome of his brothers to leave 
the World and go live with him in a monaſtery ( which in thoſedays 
.was rather uſed for Religion ſake than an idle life ) as . they was 
going oy ſaw their Younger Brother at play, to whom the Elder ſaid 
farewell Brother,we leave you all our Earthly poſſeſſions, to whom he 
anſwered, you take Heaven and leave me the Earth, this is not Equal], 
and fo joyned with them in that courſe of life,living after a very ſtrict 
and Religious manner, he uſed to ſay ambition 15a guilded miſery a ſe- 
cret poylon, a hidden plague, the Ingeneer of deceit, Mother of 
hipocriſie, the parent of envy, the original of vices, the moth of 


| . holineſs, the blinder of hearts, turning medicines into maladies, and 


remedies into diſeaſes when eyer he came to the Church door ( ſo called ) 
He uſed to ſay to himſelf ſtay here all my Worldly thoughts & all vanity 


dyed Amo Ch., 1 153., Aged 63. _ Do Rs De 
38. Peter Lombarg, barn at Navaria, and afterwards Biſhop of Parzs, 


uſed to ſay, there.can.no good dwell-in us, that cannot will good, nor 


| can wee perfe& good, that cannot deſire. good, there are'in us evil 


concupicenſes and deſires, which are the devils weapons, whereby when 
God forſakes us, he overthrows us,. and gives our Souls a deadly wound. 


\_ God condemns none before.he ſins,nor Crowns any before he overcomes, 


5 


Let none glory.in - the; Gifts of, TEaCHFrSs in that they edifie more by 
them, for they are not Authors of Grace, .but Miniſters, the'inftruction 
of words is not ſo powerful as the exhortation (or exampleJof works,for 
if they that teach well negle&tto live well, they ſhall hardly profit their 
audience, he was contemporary / with Gratiaz and dyed, Anno Ch. 
I 104. | 
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| like a good tree the more full of fruits the branches are the lower they 


matter of Salvation,O how much would he that now lies frying in hell,re- | 


39. Alexander of Hales inGlouceſterſhire(teputed the founder of the Uo 
verſities) travelling into other connteries read divinity at Par, hi 
ſayings were, a ſoul patient when wrongs are offered, is like. a mar 
with a ſword in one hand and Salve in the other,Could wound but will 
heal. What the eye is to the body, faith is to the Soul, it's good 
for.direction if it be kept well,and as flyes hurts the eye, ſo little fins and 
ill thaughts the Soul. Covetouſneſs deſerves the hatred of all for ſix 
reaſons. 1. It's a {in againſt nature making the Soul terrene, which! 
ſhould be Czleftial. 2. For the many curſes againſt it, wo to them 
that joyn houſe to houſe, &c. 3. For the many evils it ſubjefts us to, 
it's the root of all evil. 4. It makes a man a fool, O fool this. night, &c.. 
5- It cauſes ſtrifes, from whence are ſtrifes, &c. 6. It brings men | 
into ſnares which drown 1n perdition. Every lye is odious, but that 
moſt which is againſt points of faith; as to ſay Chriſt was not born of the | 
Virgin, &c, Faith muſt be defended not oppoſed ; an humble man is 


bend themſelves. Hedyed: Anno Ch. 1245. 

40.Thomas Aquinas,Born near Naples in Italy,who with Bonaventure ( as 
good a man;tho' perhaps notſo Learned as himſelf) was Schollar to Aex- 
ander Hales, and taught the Sciences at Parss,Rome.&c. It's ſaid he was 
alwaies at his book, diſputations or meditations, and was called Door 
Angelicus, he uſed to ſay that a day will come when fair dealing ſhall be 
found a Jewel, when 2 good Conſcience ſhall be better than a good purſe, 
for then theJudge will not be put off with fair words,nor drawn aſide with 
hope of reward. And make much of time, eſpecially in that weighty 


joyce if he might have but the leaſt moment oftime wherein he might 
get Gods favour ! and the young man hath death at his back, the old - 
man before hiseyes, and that's the more dangerous Enemy, that perſues * 
thee then that which marches up toward thy face. 4 Remember that tho! 
God promiſe forgiveiieſs to repentant ſinners, yet he hath not promiſed 
that they ſhall have to morrow to repent in. He died as he was going | 
to the Council at Lyons, AnnoCh. 1274. 


So ends the Fathers and their Sayings, I have a Second ſheet or two of 
the Chiefest of the fir Reformers, and ProteStant Alartyrs, to be | 
pabliſhed hereafter if this find acceptance, 
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